
 

 

Newsletter 4 
Veritas Omnia Vincit - Truth Conquers All 

From the Principal 22 March 2012 

Hello Everyone 
I spent a very interesting day in Wellington last Wednesday 
at the ISNZ CEO Day.  It is warming and uplifting to know 
what a supportive and hardworking organisation we belong 
to, and how much work is being done at the highest level to 
increase our Government funding.  You will remember the 
address at prize giving of our Executive Director, Deborah 
James.  We had a bare half hour with Lesley Longstone, the 
new Secretary for Education, whose key foci are best 
outcomes for NZ children, lifting the ‘tail’ about which we so 
often hear, and schools’ community link.  There is an 
expectation for private schools (charitable trusts) to have a 
strong community link, and with our Meals on Wheels, 
support for Barnardos and various service and entertainment 
events, Carncot certainly ticks that box.  We had two very 
interesting legal presentations from our ISNZ legal firm, 
Simpson Grierson, and several inspiring presentations from 
other schools.  The highlight of my day was networking with 
other principals and sharing marketing ideas.  This gritty 
recession and lack of Government support has certainly 
pulled us closer together, with the larger schools offering 
what they can to smaller schools like Carncot.  I am looking 
forward to working on some marketing ideas with Peter 
Clague, Executive Principal at Kristen School in Auckland. 
 
At the end of this term, we will farewell Mrs Manuel, who has 
given six years of service to Carncot as Physical Education 
specialist, teacher of Te Reo Maori and Sports Coordinator.   

 
You are warmly invited to attend Mrs Manuel’s farewell at 
our final Assembly this term, beginning at the earlier time of 
2.00pm.  We will also farewell Mrs Kennaugh at this time, as 
she and her husband have decided to join their children 
overseas for a year or two, travelling and house-sitting in the 
south of France.  How exciting! 
 
This week you will receive a letter announcing the 
appointment of Miss Haggas to the position of Health and 
Physical Education specialist beginning in Term 2.  Miss 
Haggas will be known to many of you through her Kidactive 
and tennis coaching businesses, and through her voluntary 
coaching of Carncot hockey teams over several seasons. 
 
Sporting events have dominated the last few weeks with 
interschool swimming, the recent triathlon series and the 
Weetbix Tryathlon.  I was very pleased to see so many girls 
returning to school after the Weetbix Tryathlon as was 
expected.  This is not a school event and leave is only given 
for the duration of the event.  Thank you for your support 
and I wish you all a great week. 
Regards 
Chris 

Senor team at the end of a successful crossing. 



 

 

Devils Staircase 
Off Group one went then two then three 
and my group was next.  The first part was 
quite level so that was easy.  Then it 
started getting bumpy and rough, we went 
up and down.  Soon we couldn’t notice the 
car park.  While we were walking we went 
past some mini waterfalls.   They were so 
pretty.  As we got higher and higher the 
view just got better and better.  After a 
while we could see Mount Taranaki.  
Finally we stopped and all had a rest and 
went to the awfully smelly toilets.  Then the 
Devil’s Staircase was coming up;  not the 
greatest thing to be doing when we were 
starting to get tired.  Up we went, the 
tiredness not going away.  It felt like the 
stairs were never ending!  Probably why 
they call it the Devil’s Staircase.  We had a 
lot of stops.  When we finally finished the 
Devil’s Staircase I was so tired!  I was so 
happy we had some flat land because we 
were going through the South Crater.  I 
was really amazed how massive it was 
because I thought they were just little 
holes in the ground not one you could walk 
through.  I actually forgot how tired I was 
because the scenery was so beautiful. 
By Julia Liu, Year 7 

Special thank you to Alison Watters for her 
fantastic organisational skills with camp food. 

Rafting 
I am changing into my togs and Blue 
Mountain Adventure Centre’s wetsuit, 
thermal, spray-proof jacket, helmet 
and water-proof shoes preparing for 
rafting in the Whanganui River.  I 
looked like a penguin as I waddled into 
the 11-seater van.  Twenty long 
minutes later and we arrived.  
 
I stood on the edge of the river, 
hearing the clear water rushing past 
me.  I jumped the small gap into our 
inflatable raft, grasped a paddle and, 
on go, started paddling.  Thankfully, I 
soon got the hang of it, as I still had 
one and a half hours to go! 
 
My favourite part was definitely the 
rapids!  But the fastest one was 
absolutely terrifying!  There were two 
large, slimy rocks, parallel to each 
other with a round a one and a half 
metre gap between, and water poured 
through them like a small waterfall.  As 
we shot down, I nearly fell off!  The 
force of the water caused a wave to 
surge over the side of our raft. 
 
Once the river calmed down, I decided 
to dangle my feet over the side as we 
waited for everyone to catch up, and 
the person sitting behind me used the 
opportunity to use her paddle to push 
me off!  The temperature sent a shock 
through  me;  it was freezing! 
 
I was miserable as we reached our 
final destination, because my first time 
rafting had been a great experience 
and I want to do it again sometime! 
By Erin Shailer, Year 7 



 

 

Nga Tawa 
Last Friday, the Year 8 class visited Nga Tawa for a school 
orientation.  We were able to meet all our old friends and get 
a good look at where some of us would be going next year.  
 
We met the old Carncot Yr 10’s at the entrance to a 
magnificent building and were shown through the foyer to a 
humongous dining room set with a delicious morning tea. As I 
ate, a teacher sat down across from me and asked me if I 
was going to Nga Tawa.  I shook my head and said, ‘So far?  
I wish I were!’ 
 
Next we were taken for a tour; first stop, the bedrooms.  
Every student at Nga Tawa is assigned a room to share, with 
their own bed, shelf, dresser and pinboard. Cool! They took 
us to the stables next. We could take our horse! This school 
was getting better by the second.  We were also shown the 
pool, classrooms, common rooms and gym.   
 
After a delectable hot lunch, I was taken to several classes by 
old girls, Natalia and Rebecca. We went to cooking, art, 
computers and the library. My favourite had to be cooking.  
We got introduced to the really nice teachers and we had a 
look at today’s project - waffles! 
 
Next we chatted for a while until the teachers arrived and we 
had a refreshing snack and then it was time for photos and 
goodbye. I gave Natalia a big hug and we were given an ice-
cream for the drive. Everyone was really nice and I wish luck 
to all of my friends next year at Nga Tawa. 
By Phoebe Moir, Year 8  

Poetry 
Year 8 have been learning about metaphors and applying 
them into poetry writing about feelings 
 

Confusion, by Cara Brown 
 

Confusion is the aqua of the sea with strong rips attacking 
from both sides, 
It is the multi-coloured autumn leaves, which can not make up 
their minds. 
Confusion is a hectic and industrious school, filled with 
children’s laughter. 
The wind in New Zealand whipping at you from all directions, 
Confusion is the bargain bin at the $2.00 shop, filled to over 
flowing, 
And bright string Zulu beads shining against ebony skin, 
It is Master Chef and Marble cake dripping with lemon and 
chocolate icing. 

Northern Cluster Swimming 
A group of 17 girls represented Carncot at this inter school 
swimming event held at the Freyberg pool.  Our girls 
performed very well against the top swimmers from other 
schools.  Overall, we received five 1st placings, seven 2nd 
placings and ten 3rd placings.  Thank you to all parents who 
came to support and transport the girls.  A special thanks to 
Katrina Gore for being our parent helper at the event. 
 
 

Interschool Triathlon 
For the second year, the Triathlon Club and Sport 
Manawatu combined to run an interschool event that we 
entered with our top triathletes.  This event is proving very 
popular, especially in the Year 5 and 6 age groups, with 
some races having up to 50 competitors.   
 
Special congratulations to Rebecca Mark (Year 5) who was 
placed 9th, Charlotte McKinlay (Year 6) finished 14th, Dana 
Mitchell (Year 7) came 7th and our highlight was Georgina 
Wallace (Year 8) winning the Year 8 event! 
 
The following girls competed in their age groups: 
 
Year 5: Izzy Williamson, Phoebe Macpherson 
Year 6 Roosje Overdiep-Sturgess, Sophie Ward, Aisha 

Loumachi, Jeanne-Marie Hehir 
Year 7: Jenna Borst, Anneke Lockhart, Sidney Gilchrist, 

Sarah Humphrey 
Year 8: Sally Wenham, Alice Osborn, Roma Bolton, 

Georgiana Bolton 
 

By Mrs Manuel 
 
 

Weet-Bix Kids TRY-athlon 
Wednesday 21 March 
This was the 20th year that this event has been held and it 
is the world’s largest sporting event for children.  Popular 
sporting stars like ironman, Cameron Brown, basket-baller 
Pero Cameron, and ironwoman, Jo Lawn, were present to 
cheer the children on and hand out medals.  Spot prizes 
included Weet-Bix vouchers, Adidas prize packs, Avanti 
bikes and more. 
 
 

Mathletics Master 
Emily McKinlay, Year 3, gained over 14 000 points on 
Mathletics over the last two weeks and consequently has 
been awarded the ‘Mathlete of the Week’ for two weeks 
running.  Well done, Emily! 
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Tuesday 3 April 
 

Focal Point Cinema 
81 Manchester Street, Feilding 

 

 

Time:  7.30pm 

Move commences:  8.00pm 

Ticket price:  $20.00 

 
Each ticket will entitle the holder to a movie pass and a complimentary drink 

of their choice (beer, wine, juice, soft drink, coffee, tea) 
 
 

 

 
Friends of Carncot email:     friendsofcarncot@gmail.com 


