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RENOVATION

A designer can sort it all out
There’s a time for DIY, and then there’s a time for the professional, design expert Donald Grant Sunderland writes.

Kitchen to lounge: Having
an overall concept makes
the house look complete.

Continued page 3
Boring and dated: The homeowner’s furniture before the renovation. Drapes were
recycled to different parts of the house.

En suite: A simple renovation gave the old bathroom a lift. Feature
glass tiles can add another dimension to the room.

Main bathroom revamp: The glass tiles provide the design link
between the en suite and the main bathroom.

Makeover: A reupholstered armchair and sofa. For the most cost-
effective solution, recycle and refurbish existing furniture.

E
ven if you are a DIY person, you
will probably find that you have
to turn to the professionals if
you want to make the most of
your intended renovation.

After all, you want to do it right the
first time, and to maximise the
potential value of your home without
making any costly mistakes along the
way.

If you have just moved into a new
home, and the financial burdens of the
shift have eased, the temptation to
renovate immediately is almost
irresistible. But my advice is to live in
the home for a few seasons, to get the
feel of it, before you do anything.

A job that initially looked important
could end up further down the list of
priorities, as more crucial matters, such
as structural maintenance, come to the
fore.

But in any event, you should not
proceed without first obtaining a copy
of the plan for the property from the
council. This won’t cost much, and will
save you the trouble of measuring up.
It will also give you a bird’s eye view
of the layout of the house, and an idea
of any limitations imposed on it by
council bylaws.

You should check the plan against
the actual house, as occasionally the
two don’t exactly match. Make an
overlay plan, using butter or drafting
paper from your art supply shop, and
roughly sketch your envisaged
renovation.

As a sideline activity, begin a
scrapbook of photographic examples
of appealing ideas, colours and
textures.

Everyone is on a budget, even if it
runs into the tens of thousands or
millions of dollars. So with your
budget in mind, research the average
costs of things. Doing this may call for
trips to several kitchen/bathroom
companies and joinery factories, and
perhaps a call to a builder.

Home shows are also a good source
of information on new products and
their costs.

Don’t underestimate the ultimate
cost of your project, which will almost
certainly be higher than you initially
expect it to be, and be prepared to
approach the bank for a further loan
or overdraft to finish the job.
Remember that it will never be
cheaper to complete than it is now.

Tell the architects and associated
professionals what your maximum
budget is, so that the overall cost of
the renovations doesn’t exceed it.

Having done all this, you are now
ready to face the professionals in their

respective fields.
First in line is the architect. Most

architects can design in a range of
styles, while maintaining the integrity
of the original building. But as most
have a natural flare for, and interest in,
a particular architecture, you should
choose an architect who is appropriate
to your needs.

Although you have come up with
the basic concept, you should give
your architect a reasonably free hand.
After all, he or she is qualified in
spatial design, is aware of all the latest
products, and knows how to complete
your project within the stipulations of
the resource and other consents.

The issue of permits and consents is
best left to the architect, who will have
an ongoing relationship with the
council. Handing over this side of
things will also make the whole
building process a lot easier.

For a charge, the architect will co-
ordinate the entire building process.
But if you are on a smaller budget, you

might have to rely on the services of
your builder.

After the plans have been approved,
it’s time to employ the services of an
interior designer.

You may be reluctant to incur what
you may perceive as an unnecessary
expense. But in the end, you will have
a renovation with an extra design
edge and ‘‘wow factor’’.

The designer generally works in
consultation with the architect, so that
colours, textures, products and
designs are entirely appropriate.

A designer should be chosen, as in
the case of the architect, on the basis
of his or her style preference.

Ensure the designer pays attention
to your family’s needs. There is no
point in having a home that your
family can’t relax in, because the
interior is too formal or because the
finest silks have been used for
furnishings.
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FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION...

One call does it all
P: 06 355 2547 • M: 027 595 2039
manawatu@fix-it.co.nz • www.fix-it.co.nz

Co-ordination of 
whole project
• Renovations

• Repairs

• Decks

• Fences

• Bathrooms

• Commercial & Residential

• Qualified tradespeople

• Written Guarantee

The total renovation, building 
maintenance and installation service 
you can trust

The total renovation, building 
maintenance and installation service 
you can trust

2195982AA

2196087A
A

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
From minor maintenance to a full house build

• Alterations • Native Furniture
• Extensions • Fencing
• Kitchen Installation • Decking
• Ceramic Tiling • Roofing

Call now for a free no obligation quote
24 Hour Service

Phone/Fax (06) 323 6975 • Mobile 021 723 068
www.abstractbuildingservices.co.nz

RENOVATION

Practical design: The architect extended the window outwards by 650mm – the approximate depth of the bench. This gave
us the extra depth needed to make the kitchen a far more practical space and to create an island.

A designer can
sort it all out
Continued from page 2

After: Wallpaper feature walls are acceptable, but not as
desirable as painted feature walls.

But where most aesthetic and practical
matters are concerned, let the designer
have the freedom needed to satisfac-
torily complete the job. Above all, be
open to new ideas, as they are the things
that produce a distinctive home.

The designer should also keep an eye
on both the interior and exterior of the
home, and avoid an exclusive focus on
the renovation in progress, to avoid an
unfinished look and/or a lack of style
continuity.

As a kitchen/bathroom designer, as
well as an interior designer, I am able to
create the home as a whole. And by
doing this, I am also able to save you
time and money, as I can make
provisions for soft furnishings, advise on
the reuse or purchase of furniture, and
foresee possible future structural
alterations.

I was recently involved in a renovation
that started as a kitchen design project,
in which I worked with the architect. But
after discussions with the owner, we
were able to design other important
areas, such as an enclosed laundry, an
intimate entertainment lounge, an open-
plan dining area and a formal lounge.

We reupholstered furniture,
refurbished wooden tables and cabinets,
recycled drapes to other quarters,
repainted all the rooms, and generally
finished the house off at a cost that was
not much greater than that of the
original kitchen job.

If you want a unique and stylish
kitchen, you will find that many kitchen
manufacturers have designers associated
with them. But check their design
records, as you could easily end up with
nothing more than a glorified flat-pack-
style kitchen, lacking flare and using only
humdrum products and technology.

Many kitchen and bathroom designers
have limited knowledge, and are unable
to advise on floorings, wall finishes,
window treatments, and furniture and
fittings, all of which fall within the
purview of the interior designer.

The interior designer should also be
able to secure better deals for you than
any retailer can provide. If you suspect
your designer is on commission at some
of the places you have been taken to,
don’t fret. The designer is, by law,
obliged to inform you of any such
arrangements. And generally, you will
have got better deals, anyhow.

By this stage, you will have a strong
design team on board, and will be
looking for a builder. Again, make sure
he is a certified or master builder, and
comes with excellent references.

The architect and designer are good
people to go to for advice on
tradespeople. Fortunately, the publicity
over leaky buildings has put most of the
cowboys out of business – and left those
who are skilled.

Get several quotes for the work, and
compare apples with apples while
making sure that everything required is
covered.

I tend to let the builder bring his own
team of tradespeople – plumbers,
electricians, painters and so on – to the
job. They are used to working with each
other.

To save the budget, you may wish to
pay for ‘‘labour only’’. But in that case, be
prepared to spend endless hours away
from your normal employment as you
ensure everything is organised, supplied
and accounted for, and that there are no
delays to the work in progress.

Finally, make everyone accountable
for their actions, including the council.
Under the present law, your build is
guaranteed for 10 years, which means
that, if you sell the property, you can be
liable for any shoddy workmanship –
especially if you have done it yourself.

So instead of doing it yourself, you
may prefer to relax and let the
professionals take charge.

■ Donald Grant Sunderland is available
for interior design consultations. Email
donald.s@ihug.co.nz.
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FisherFisher
WindowsWindows

With timber windows we recommend

either aluminium inserts or total          

replacement windows, and of course 

we can make new Ranchsliders or     

Bifold doors to suit 

If you have aluminum 

windows from 1970 to the 

present we can install

Double Glazing in your 

existing frames. 

FisherWindows Palmerston North • 1049 Tremaine Avenue • Palmerston North

Phone 06 356 7058 • Fax 06 357 9172 • Email sales@fisherwindowspn.co.nz

• Standard Double Glazing will halve your heat loss.

• Double Glazing in combination with Low E glass
and Argon Gas can reduce heat loss by 70%. 

• To prove the benefits to yourself you can start 

by double glazing 1 or 2 windows.

We can Double Glaze your existing home! 

Retro Fit

Double Glazing

Dual Glaze TM gives us access to many original   

profiles so we can often double glaze your existing 

windows without using bulky adaptors. 

Agents For

For advice or a FREE measure and quote call 0800 FISHER (0800 347 437)
2196508AA
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for storage

PALMERSTON NORTH 168 Rangitikei Street • Ph: 06 356 4794  OPEN 7 DAYS

1949323A
A

DISTINCTLY URBAN
introducing a truly versatile wardrobe 
system, that’s easy to install

free 
design
& quote

Let us help you create a unique wardrobe system that meets all your needs. Simply measure the space available and we’ll design the best 
combination of hang tracks, rails, shelves and baskets that best suit your clothing requirements. urban is easy to install and can also 
be used in the laundry, kitchen, pantry, workspace or garage. This modular storage system is easy to add to as your requirements grow.
Available now in white or platinum fi nish.

¯

Exclusive to

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY!
486 Rangitikei St, Palm North
Ph: 06 356 4600
www.kitchenstudio.co.nz
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RENOVATION

Transformed: The new bathroom, which has been
decorated in shades of tea and Moroccan earth.

Right: Work in progress: Work begins on the new
bathroom. When the stained carpet was lifted, it
revealed an uneven wooden floor.

End to night-time trek
A new bathroom can make a huge difference to a home.
Sue Emeny talks to two couples who had bathroom
makeovers and were delighted with the results.

Graham and Rae Johnstone

C
onverting a bedroom
into a bathroom was a
huge undertaking for
Graham and Rae
Johnstone, but was well

worth the effort.
They bought their Feilding

house in June, and since then
have put a lot of time and
money into making it more
liveable.

When they moved in, the
bathroom was appalling, the
carpets were filthy, none of the
windows opened, there was no
driveway leading to the
garage, and the house was
painted cream and baby blue.

The bathroom was the first
major project. It was at the
opposite end of the house to
the master bedroom.

‘‘Every night, you had to go
on a trek to get to the
bathroom,’’ Rae says.

And it was in a pretty bad
way. ‘‘The shower cubicle was
filthy and the water pressure
was so poor it was like the
shower was spitting at you.
There was also an old claw-foot
bath that was rusty on the
bottom.’’

The bathroom was also too
close to the kitchen.

Graham and Rae chose ‘‘the
worst room in the house’’ to

turn into a new bathroom. The
room had been badly painted
and there was stained carpet
on the floor.

Rae visited several bathroom
suppliers to get a ‘‘ballpark
figure’’ for the cost of a new
bathroom.

‘‘I couldn’t get quotes on the
spot. At one place I asked for
the price for the cheapest of
each item, but they said they
would send the quote out.’’

Rae then decided to try
Plumb’In Bathroom and
Kitchen Factory Shop.

‘‘Sam and Patricia Nisbet
were so good to deal with.
Within five minutes, I had
quotes.’’

Graham tackled most of the
work himself, but said it was

quite a job. When the carpet
was pulled up, manholes made
from chipboard were
discovered in the floor. They
had been put in when the
house was repiled 20 years
earlier, and meant the original
flooring couldn’t be used.
There were also broken
floorboards in what turned out
to be a very uneven floor.

Gib board had to be
replaced with Aqualine Gib
and water pipes had to be
replaced.

New flooring has been put
down, obscure glass placed in
the window and a new shower,
toilet, bath and vanity installed.

Taking pride of place is the
huge spa bath. Rae thinks its old-
fashioned style suits the house. ‘‘I
wasn’t intending to get a spa
bath, but I just loved it.’’

The work took three months
and, all up, cost around $6000.

In the old bathroom, a laundry
has been created, and the
shower, vanity and toilet have
been retained.

Rae says that, for her, the
greatest pleasures have come
from finding that Graham has
been able to do most of the
work himself, and that, together,
they have been able to do the
decorating.

They took the plunge

Bathroom bliss: Felicity Paintin in the en suite
she and her husband Keith had renovated.

Bathroom renovations don’t have to be
extensive and expensive.

Palmerston North couple Keith and Felicity
Paintin spent around $2500 renovating an en
suite, and are delighted with the results.

They say the en suite was dreadful, and in
dire need of a facelift. But because the Paintins
had previously had some renovation
nightmares, they kept putting it off.

‘‘We were as nervous as a kitten, as we had
had many bad experiences with renovations,’’
Mr Paintin says.

However, they knew the work had to be
done, and finally decided to take the plunge.

They began by visiting several plumbing
suppliers, in search of a new shower and
vanity. But although they had a few ideas, they
didn’t know what would be suitable.

‘‘We had no knowledge of plumbing. But no
one would give us any advice. We were told
we could just order from a brochure, and too
bad if it wasn’t right,’’ Mr Paintin says.

Almost in desperation, they decided to visit
the Plumb’In Bathroom and Kitchen Factory
Shop on Tremaine Avenue.

‘‘Sam and Patricia Nisbet were so helpful.
Patricia was able to give us a woman’s
viewpoint, while Sam, who was a plumber,
was able to advise us on what we needed,’’ Mr
Paintin says.

‘‘They didn’t push us or follow us around
the shop. Once we found what we wanted, we
were able to discuss the suitability of the items
with Sam,’’ Mrs Paintin says.

‘‘We feel we have made great friends.’’
The Nisbets offered to recommend a builder

and a plumber – an offer the Paintins
accepted. Rauzi Construction did the
necessary building work, and Barsanti
Plumbing took care of the rest of the project.

The original shower was behind a wall that

needed to be removed.
‘‘It was like showering in the Black Hole of

Calcutta,’’ Mr Paintin says.
‘‘Now it’s a pleasure to have a shower.’’
The workmanship has impressed Mr Paintin,

who says he was an avid DIYer and a self-
confessed perfectionist before suffering a
stroke.
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It’s all at
Plumb’In

Welcome: Plumb’In owners Sam and
Patricia Nisbet are ready to answer
customers tricky questions.

P
lumb’In Palmerston North is
celebrating its first anniversary
by offering ‘‘fantastic savings’’
on a range of products during
the four days of Labour

Weekend.
For bathroom inspiration, call into

Plumb’In over this weekend and let
the team at Plumb’In show you
vanities, showers, baths, spa baths,
toilets, accessories and much more to
make your bathroom a great place to
start each day.

The plumbing supplies company
has more than 50 vanities on display,
as well as a comprehensive range of
showers, baths, spa baths, toilets, taps,
sinks, laundry tubs, and waste disposal
systems.

This means that you are able to see
exactly what you are buying.

Whether you are building a new
home, renovating your existing home
or upgrading a rental property,
Plumb’In can help you to add value to
your property.

‘‘Our promise of ‘high quality, low
price’ means you don’t have to
compromise to get the look you want
in your home,’’ say Sam and Patricia
Nisbet, the owners of Plumb’In
Palmerston North.

‘‘When you come to Plumb’In, you
will be able to choose from a selection

of high-quality brand names like
Englefield, Aquatica, Clearlite, Caroma
and Alpha.

‘‘You will also get top advice and
service from people who know their
products and who will work with you
to ensure the product you choose
meets your needs.’’

Sam and Patricia find that customers
often need to ask a lot of questions
before they buy a plumbing product.
But thanks to more than 30 years’
experience in plumbing, Sam is able to
solve even the knottiest problems.

Summer is just around the corner,
and it might be time for a new look in
your bathroom or laundry -- a look
that the team at Plumb’In can help
you to create, at a price you can afford.

All this makes Plumb’In a great
place to make your dreams for your
home come true.
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A 42 Bennett Street, Palmerston North
P: 06 355 4646 F: 06 355 4650 E: info@

kitchensbyhealey.co.nz
www.kitchensbyhealey.co.nz

We’ll create your kitchen

2189033AA

Thanks to

Pauline and Tim

for entrusting us with the

design and installation

of their kitchen and laundry
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Proud to have supplied the carpet 
for Tim & Pauline’s home. 

carpet one
Palmerston North
Phone: 06 357 1750
Mobile: 021 616 767

Email: tlstafford@xtra.co.nz
www.carpetone.co.nz

Tracy Stafford 
FRANCHISE OWNER

“We come to you”

FEATURE HOME

Character enhanced
Tim and Pauline Cook, who always wanted an indoor/outdoor area, have been able to make their dream come true.

Sue Emeny visits a home transformed.

Facelift: While many
rooms of the Cook
house were given a
complete makeover,
some were simply
updated.

Dream kitchen: Tim and Pauline Cook at the central island of their new kitchen.Continued page 8

E
xtensive renovations have
turned a Victoria Avenue house
into a stunning character home
for Palmerston North couple
Tim and Pauline Cook.

About a year ago, after owning the
house for four years, they decided to
create an indoor/outdoor living area.

The step-down kitchen was
hexagonal-shaped, and jutted into the
backyard.

‘‘To get to the barbecue area, you
had to carry food out of the back door,
around the kitchen, and past the
laundry. It just wasn’t convenient,’’
Pauline says.

The only way to achieve the indoor/
outdoor flow they wanted was to
relocate the kitchen and laundry, and
rebuild the part of the house they had
occupied.

‘‘We wanted to move the kitchen
into the family/dining room, but we
didn’t know what [the result] was
going to look like,’’ Pauline says.

She needn’t have worried. ‘‘The
result has been fantastic, and has
made the kitchen a more central part
of the house.’’

The existing dining room had a
small office off it. This was converted

into a laundry, but one in which
everything is kept out of sight.

The washing machine is behind
cupboard doors, and there is a huge
double cupboard that houses a fold-
down ironing station and all Pauline’s
large kitchen appliances.

‘‘The laundry had to look as though
it was part of the kitchen. I wanted
people to be able to walk through the
back door and see a really tidy space.’’

The kitchen and laundry were made
by Mastercraft Kitchens by Healey, and
the whole project took around five
weeks.

‘‘The bulk of the work was in getting
the new kitchen prepared. The
installation of the kitchen and laundry
only took about a week.’’

Pauline says the disruption was
minimal.

‘‘I still had the old kitchen to work
in, so I was one of the lucky ones.’’

The new kitchen was created from
the existing family/dining room. A gas
heater had to be removed, and was
found to be hiding a major surprise.
Behind it was a fireplace and chimney
that also had to go. A window seat
was also taken out.

Once the old kitchen was removed

and the area extended, a new family/
dining area opening to a large deck
was created.

While the new kitchen was being
built, one of the main jobs was to shift
the doors that opened into the lounge
– to provide the maximum space for
the kitchen appliances. But even after
the doorway was shifted, there still
wasn’t enough room for a double
fridge.

‘‘So the first thing I had to do was
find a fridge that would fit. Then we
worked from there.’’

Pauline admits the planning of the
kitchen took a lot of time.

‘‘I looked in a lot of books and
magazines for ideas. I think you have
to do that.’’

She also worked closely with
designer Sue Healey.

Pauline says she had some definite
ideas and also some special
requirements.

‘‘Because I have had back surgery, I
need to have as little bending [to do]
as possible.’’
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 Grateful acknowledgement
to Tim & Pauline Cook for 
the opportunity to carry out 
renovations and additions

 Thanks to my sub-
contractors for bringing 
this challenging work to 
an acceptable standard/
conclusion

 I specialise in residential 
construction, alterations
and additions

Clive Feetham
Building 

Contractor

Clive Feetham
Building Contractor

Mob. 027 442 2324,
Res. 357 2377, 

40 Manapouri Crescent, 
Palmerston North

Email gcfeetham@inspire.net.nz 21
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Peter Andrews
f u r n i s h e r s

150 Rangitikei Street • Palmerston North
(Opp Guthrie Bowron Superstore) Phone 06 358 7052

A classic contemporary range of furniture

Tables available in 
other sizes.

Timber options: 
Rimu, recycled Matai 
and American Oak.

PHONE 06 358 1401

PAINTERS • DECORATORS

DOUG MILLER LTD

6 Roy Street, Palmerston North   
Email: dmltd@xtra.co.nz   

Fax: 06 358 0267 • Mob: 021 401 357
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SPRAY FINISHES
CERTIFIED ASBESTOS REMOVAL

ACCREDITED LEAD PAINT
MANAGEMENT

Proud to have been entrusted 
with the painting of 

Pauline &Tim Cook’s Home

Gate and Fencing Solutions plus 
Structural and General Engineering

Driveway • Pedestrian • Security • Pool Gates

Light Engineering
Quality - Service - Reliability

Phone 357 7288

16 Malden St, PN • Mobile 027 453 8460 • Fax 357 7287
E: info@crengineering.co.nz • www.crengineering.co.nz
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Pleased to have supplied and installed structural 
steel work for Tim & Pauline Cook’s home

Manufacturers of 
Quality Wrought Iron 
with Distinction

FEATURE HOME

Inviting: The ideal place to enjoy a spot of television viewing.

Dining in style: After the removal of the old kitchen, a new family/dining room was created. This leads to an outdoor area.

Continued from page 7

Continued page 9

Character enhanced
This meant putting in dish drawers
that were side by side, rather than one
on top of the other.

Pauline says that, although this
wasn’t impossible to do, it wasn’t
straightforward. But fortunately, Sue
was cleverly able to juggle things and
make them fit.

Pauline wanted a black and timber
kitchen – until Sue pointed out that

black cabinetry tends to mark.
Eventually, Pauline settled for

pantries made from wenge, a dark
tropical wood, with reverse panelling
on the side of the pantries and on the
central island. In this way, she got the
dark look she wanted.

Sue helped her to choose a colour
that contrasted with the dark wenge,
along with granite to complement
them both.

‘‘I had to be a bit traditional, as this

is a character house. We needed to be
a bit more conservative, but I still
wanted the kitchen to have a wow
factor.’’

Pauline says Sue spent a lot of time
getting the measurements right.

‘‘She was very thorough, and had a
good idea of what I wanted. She was
able to interpret my ideas.’’

Cosy corner: The original family/dining area. The gas heater was removed, revealing a
fireplace and chimney that also had to go.
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Congratulations to Tim & Pauline
a stunning addition to your home.

“designworx from Concept to Construction”

Phone Andrew 06 3533171
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Complete Electrical
Design, Installation

& Maintenance

Paul Johnson
P 06 356 7901 • F 06 356 7904
PO Box 4224, Palmerston North

 Security
 Domestic
 Commercial
 Lighting Design

2197075AA

Proud to supply Pauline and Tim with

Heat-pump Air Conditioning Systems,

and wish them all the best in their
newly renovated home.

2195954AA

FEATURE HOME

Continued from page 8

Room to work: This home office was off the dining room, and Out of sight: In the new laundry, the large cupboard houses Indoor outdoor: The perfect place for entertaining or family living.

Left: Transformation: The stylish
new kitchen, featuring dark wood
and gleaming granite.

Below: Compact kitchen: The
original kitchen, which jutted into
the backyard.

‘‘I got everything on my wishlist. I
wanted two ovens and a food pantry
as well as a crockery pantry. I wanted
a place for a TV, and I wanted a built-
in wine rack and an oil/spice
cupboard.’’

Being able to view the kitchen plans
in 3D, and to actually see the footprint
of the kitchen space, was a definite
advantage, Pauline says.

‘‘There were no surprises at all.
Never once did we say, ‘We didn’t
expect it to look like that’.’’

When the building work started, the
real challenges emerged.

‘‘This is an old house, so it’s crooked.
The walls, the floor and the roof aren’t
square. But the installers managed to
get it looking perfectly level.

‘‘Healeys were incredibly thorough;
and if the installers had a problem,
they would be straight around to sort
it out.’’

Although there isn’t a huge amount
of bench space, the central island adds
a whole new dimension.

‘‘It has its own hotpoints, so can be
used for prepping or serving meals,
and is also just right for guests to sit
around with a drink while I’m cooking.

‘‘Tim said he [only wanted it to be]
wide enough for him to sit at in the

morning and read the newspaper
while he has a cup of tea, and not to
be in the way.’’

But more importantly, Pauline says,
the kitchen works really well even
when she’s cooking for 12 or 14
people.

Pauline says that, when
undertaking a project of this size, it’s
important to know exactly what you
want and to convey that to the
designer.

‘‘If someone is disappointed in the
result, that’s because they haven’t
thought about it enough. You have to
do your homework. The designer can
only interpret your ideas.’’
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GARDEN

Wonders of Cherry Wood
After a hard introduction to spring this year, Taranaki gardens are on the road to recovery

for the upcoming festival, Helen Mays discovers.

Icing on the cake: A camellia’s tiered-cake treatment enthrals visitors. At home: Rudi Milesi is in his element as he opens his beautiful Patea
garden to the public.

Leading the way: Even the back of the house, where ponga logs
have been used to create a tunnel, has received a makeover.

Tall and trim: The yew
tree at Chriese Wald
was licked into shape
by Rudi Milesi before it
could take over his
Patea corner section.

W
hen Rudi Milesi bought his
quarter-acre Patea pavlova
paradise 30 years ago,
everyone warned him of
the salt winds and

ironsand soils.
So no one was surprised when the

first thing he planted was a tortured
willow – a fast-growing tree that
offered to wear the pain of strong sea
winds and salt spray

‘‘My arborist is a life-saver,’’ Rudi
says. ‘‘He helps to keep the tortured
willow in check, pruning it each year
so it doesn’t take over.’’

The psychotic limbs of the tortured
willow have helped protect the 23
cherry trees that Rudi subsequently
planted – trees that now bring spring
to Hadfield Street.

The early bloomers have already
done their dash, scattering pink petals
all over the lawn.

The more cautious of the cherry
trees – the shy late bloomers – are
holding back, and Rudi is hoping their
pink blush will coincide with the
opening of the Taranaki Rhodo-
dendron and Garden Festival on
October 30.

Rudi calls his garden Chriesi Wald,
which is Swiss for ‘‘Cherry Wood’’. Rudi
is Swiss, a slight man with a joyful
personality and a passion for making
things grow.

My gentle garden host is
introducing his still-closed buds,
grasping them a little impatiently and
peeling back their green sheaths to
reassure me that the golden yellow
and violet-purple irises are waiting in
there.

This preview of the Taranaki
Rhododendron and Garden Festival
gardens comes after some bad
weather, and everywhere there are
frost-burnt blooms and battered
blossoms. At every garden I visit, the
owners say the same thing, ‘‘It’s not
looking it’s best, but should be just
right for the festival opening.’’

In Rudi’s little corner of the world,
clematis is high-tailing it up the
boundary trees, throwing a sash of
pink and white towards the road. It
has survived the brutal winds
unscathed.

Rudi has topiaried a pink camellia

beside his summer house. It now looks
like a wedding cake, or an extravagant
hat suitable for the races.

The frost has knocked the camellias
badly. Only the rhododendrons can
save the day, he says. And they are
promising to do just that.

All the trees have had their lower
branches pruned – ‘‘standarded’’ – so
pretty foliage can be planted beneath
them.

‘‘That’s what makes the property
look so much bigger than it is,’’ Rudi
says, waving his pink rubber gloves at
the highly textured plantings beneath
the cherry trees. ‘‘It’s the six layers I’ve

created, the depth beneath the trees,
then the trees themselves.’’

There are 12 different ‘‘rooms’’ at
Chriesi Wald, each with its own little
bit of whimsy to make you smile.

A lot of crazy paving, low rock walls
and ponds have been created – hard
landscaping to both contain the
garden and provide the structural
borders for flowers to overflow.

Even the back of the house has
been made into a special place, with a
tunnel of pongas for vines to grow on
and clivia to nest beneath.

There’s scarcely an untended place
on the section. But nothing is

overworked – just quietly part of a rich
tapestry.

This fluffy pink Cherry Wood is not
just a dessert, it’s a complete buffet.
Lilac and pink rhododendrons are
already demanding attention,
competing with big showpieces like the
topiaried yew tree at Rudi’s front door.

‘‘I saw the size these yew trees can
get to when I went to England, and I
thought to myself, ‘I’ve got to do
something about that tree before it
gets out of hand’.’’

A few haircuts later, Mr Yew is
looking seriously chastised and ready
for Christmas all year round.

Festival to
be another
stunner
A windy spring has done its
worst, but has failed to thwart
the Taranaki Rhododendron and
Garden Festival from October 30
to November 8.

Taranaki is ready to receive its
annual influx visitors, and will be
pulling out all the stops to make
their stay in the province a
memorable one.

The internationally recognised
festival, which is now in its 22nd
year, features more than 50
gardens, including the Special
Interest Gardens in this year’s
new boutique category.

There are 14 gardens of
significance, one of which is of
international significance.

The festival also includes an
innovative Landscape Design
Project, talks and workshops in
the Garden Speaker Series, and a
series of Jazz & Wine in Gardens
events.

From Patea, right around Mt
Taranaki to Opunake and Manaia,
the Taranaki Rhododendron and
Garden Festival promises to send
you home with lots of new ideas
for your own garden.

For more information, visit
rhodo.co.nz or email
enquiries@rhodo.co.nz.



www.manawatustandard.co.nz Manawatu Standard Tuesday, October 20, 2009 11

2198914AA

Not just kitchens! 
See us for 
wardrobes,

laundries, garage 
– all your storage 

solutions!
Come see us today

47 Railway Road
Palmerston North
Ph 06 3569397

Peter Detmar
m 027 615 8815 p 06 359 1814

e detmar@slingshot.co.nz | www.greenearthnz.com
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Moss will keep coming back if the underlying 
problems are not fixed See

www.onlinetips.org/lawn-moss/control

Aerate and drain lawns without digging

Improve Microbial life

Decompact soil & clay

Allow water & nutrients to 
penetrate compacted soil & clay

Oxygenate the root zone

Good medicine for waterlogged
& moss covered lawns

GARDEN

Time to roll up sleeves
The pace is picking up
in the garden, Albert
Bodell writes.

Climbing colour:
Clematis make a
dramatic show.

Pretty in pink: Gladioli. Tomato time: Plant out now. Broad beans: Spray to protect.

I
n the flower garden it is a good
time to plant out climbers,
including the hybrid clematis that
is in stores now.
Start to prune spring-flowering

shrubs, such as hebes, as flowering
finishes.

Use Shield or Gild spray to control
thrips on gladioli. As they die down,
bulbs that are overcrowded should be
lifted, divided and replanted or stored.

Plant out the gladioli at regular
intervals for a succession of flowers.

Periodically spray roses, using Gild
or Shield, to control (not eliminate)
fungus and insect pests. Don’t forget
to feed roses at leaf break, at first
flowering, and again at autumn
flowering.

Weed control is crucial this month, if
you don’t want your beds to be
overrun. Spray with Roundup, then
hoe around the plants and apply
mulches.

Remove spent flowers to prolong
spring flowering. Break up old roots of
dahlias, which will be coming into
growth, and replant them.

Build up your compost heap with
the debris from the winter garden.

The orchard
Thin stone fruit to ensure the
remaining fruit grows bigger. If too

many fruits are left to develop on the
tree, they will all be much smaller.

Most stone fruit has finished
flowering, and will need regular sprays
of fungicide to help the fruit to
develop.

This is a good time to mulch with
straw around strawberries.

Protect berry fruit from dry berry at
blossoming with a spray of Guardall.

Plant new citrus trees and feed
existing citrus and subtropical trees.
Start to harvest citrus as it ripens on
the trees. Tangelos may need a little

longer. Apple and pears are coming
into full bloom, so start to spray them
with Malathion to control codling
moth.

Grapes should be making good
progress. As flowering starts this
month, spray with Bravo to prevent
mildew on the vines.

Prune passion fruit to encourage
new growth, which will carry the fruit.

The vegetable plot
Seedlings are susceptible to downy
mildew at this time of year.

The symptoms of this disease include
leaf yellowing and poor growth.
Spray with Guardall to prevent it.

Fortnightly planting of salad
vegetables will provide you with a
succession of crops for harvesting.

Plant out tomatoes and sow beans,
beetroot, brussel sprouts, cabbages,
capsicums, carrots, celery, Chinese
cabbages, cress, cucumbers,
eggplants, leeks, lettuces, marrows,
melons, mustard, spring onions,
parsnips, pumpkins, radishes, rhubarb,
silver beet and squash.

Mound up potatoes.
As Labour Day approaches, the

preparation of new planting areas is
important. Dig deep and incorporate
generous quantities of compost. Use
slug bait around seedlings.

Broadbeans should be sprayed with
Bravo to prevent chocolate spot or
rust. Start green beans in pots
indoors, to improve germination and
get an earlier crop.

The greenhouse
Divide ferns, and replant them. Pot
begonias and gloxinias as they grow.
This is also a good time to repot root-
tight house plants in fresh potting
mix.

Continue to tie tomatoes, and
remove side shoots.

Pinch the tips of cucumbers,
marrows, melons and pumpkins,
leaving six good leaves. Avoid
overcrowding, to maintain air
movement around the plants.

Make up fresh hanging baskets for
summer decoration.

General
Lawns will benefit from a spray of
Turfix, to control broadleaf weeds, and
an application of a lawn fertiliser.

Weed control is of prime
importance this month. Continue to
remove spent flowers to prolong
flowering.

■ To contact Albert Bodell, Garden
Services, phone 353 7540 or 021 0251
3290.
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42 Bennett Street, Palmerston North
P: 06 355 4646 F: 06 355 4650 E: info@kitchensbyhealey.co.nz

www.kitchensbyhealey.co.nz
2022475AA

RewardingRenovations
Although designing a kitchen renovation can be 

more challenging than designing a kitchen for a 
new home, it can also be extremely rewarding, 

says Peter Healey, of Mastercraft Kitchens by Healey.
Totally transforming an existing home through the 

installation of a new kitchen is what makes the job most 
satisfying,  Peter says.

This is especially so in the case of character homes.
``We can really transform an old character home, and 

for me, personally, that is immensely satisfying.
``It’s creating that wow factor.’’
Peter and his team have been designing and building 

kitchens for the past six and a half years, and are 
passionate about what they do.

Robert Gale, who studied interior design in England, 
heads the design team of four. 

The process begins with a designer visiting the client’s 
existing kitchen.

Measurements are taken and many factors are noted, 
such as the positions of doors and windows. The roof 
line is checked for ducting for a range hood, and to see 
how the kitchen relates to the rest of the house.

Another point to note is whether the floor is timber or 
concrete. If the floor is concrete, it adds to the plumbing 
costs if, for example, the client wants to move the sink.

Where the sun comes into a kitchen also needs to 
be noted, as a stainless-steel or highly polished surface 
can’t be placed where the sun would hit it and cause 
glare.

The temperature of the room is also a factor. A hot 
room needs to be decorated in cool colours, and a cold 

room needs warm colours.
``Dark wooden panelling is no good for a cold room,’’ 

Peter says.
Another important point to note is the position of the 

kitchen in relation to the rest of the house.
Does the kitchen open on to a formal dining room, or 

is it part of an open plan? In either case, it needs to be 
easily accessed from outside.

``You don’t want to have to walk through the lounge 
carrying the groceries to get to the kitchen.

``The style of the house and furniture also has to be 
taken into account, as that infl uences the style of the 
kitchen.’’

When all these factors have been noted, the designer 
will then obtain the client’s wish list.

Plans are drawn up, further consultations are held and 
any changes the client wants are incorporated.  

Peter says designing a new kitchen is not a quick 
process. And he adds that it shouldn’t be, because it is 
a big investment.

``We have to make sure the investment is on the right 
scale.

``You wouldn’t want to put a $50,000 kitchen in a 
$120,000 house. But at the other end of the scale, you 
wouldn’t want to under-capitalise.

``We look at how long the owners are intending to stay 
in the house, or whether they are planning to sell. That 
can infl uence the amount of money spent.’’

In the current economic climate, many homeowners are 
taking advantage of lower interest rates and remortgaging 
or borrowing money to renovate their homes, rather than 

move, Peter says.
But often the catalyst for a kitchen renovation, in 

Peter’s experience, is appliance failure.
``If the old free-standing stove has given up the ghost, 

a lot of people want to replace it with an eye-level oven. 
And this can instigate [a move to get] a new kitchen.’’

Another common reason for renovating arises when 
people buy a house with a kitchen that doesn’t meet their 
needs. The new owners often want a kitchen installed 
before they move in.

However, Peter believes the new owners should live in 
the house for at least four weeks, to get the feel of the 
working space, before they redesign the kitchen.

Kitchens by Healey offers complete project management 
of the entire renovation.

``If a wall needs to be removed to create an open-plan 
area, or a ceiling or floor needs to be repaired once a 
wall has gone, we can organise all the subcontractors 
required. We can even organise someone to do the 
decorating,’’ Peter says.

An essential part of this process is working within the 
set budget.

``We like to look at the overall budget and include 
the cost of the plumber, the electrician, flooring, tiles, 
splashbacks and lights, not just the cost of the cabinetry 
and appliances. But that all comes back to project 
managament and looking at the whole picture, and that 
is just what we do.

``It’s a very stressful time, so we like to made the whole 
process as painless as possible.’’

...Before ...Before ...After
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