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HAWKESBURY CARRIAGES

The perfect transport for your perfect day
Call Dudley today 03 572 7280

For all your 
wedding 

gifts

ALYSSUMS & BALLOONSALYSSUMS & BALLOONS
Queen St, Blenheim - Ph 577 7648

A wedding gown has to be right for the bride, the occasion and the location.

A wedding gown has to be right 
for the bride, the occasion and the 
location, says couturiere Robyn 
Cliffe.
For a bride to enjoy the lead-up 
to her wedding and not become 
stressed about her gown, it pays to 
start planning early. 
If you are ordering in a gown, there 
is usually a lead-in time of four 
months, at the absolute minimum.  
For the making of a couture gown, 
at least two months is needed to 
allow enough time for fi ttings and 
purchasing the fabrics.
This year’s European bridalwear 
fashions have embraced stylised 
necklines moving away from plain, 
strapless gowns to stunning v-necks, 
strappy accents and glamorous, one-
shoulder accents.
The one-shoulder look can 
encompass anything from a soft, 
romantic drape to fabric-fl ower 
detailing or a theatrical, high frill that 

gives a dynamic shoulder line and 
frame to the bride’s face.
To add to the glamour of this season’s 
gowns, ornamentation takes the form 
of beadwork, fl ower accents and Dior 
bows or brooches clinching under 
the bust.
At the moment, taffeta, chiffon 
and silk are making a comeback 
as wedding gown fabrics but, for 
different price points, delustered 
satin, look-alike dupion and poly-
chiffon are still excellent choices.
Ivory remains the predominant 
colour choice, with white for skin 
types that suit it.  Gold and silver 
are alternatives for gowns or as an 
accent, while brides who desire a 
brighter splash of colour are opting 
for red or a soft, lime green.
As for bridesmaids, slate greys and 
blues are popular, as are avocado, 
rose and mushroom for a softer look.

~ FairFax

Gowns to suit

For many couples, Spring 
involves the exciting, romantic 
and often butterfl y-inducing 
act of heading down the aisle 
together.  If you’re not quite 

at that point, but you’re in 
the process of planning your 
wedding, you’ll fi nd plenty of 
ideas and inspiration within
‘I do’. Happy planning!

A time of new beginnings
When it comes to wedding attire, the bridal gown 
and bridesmaids’ dresses are the undisputed stars of 
the show.  But they wouldn’t be complete without 
the complementary, well-cut, well-fi tted suits worn 
by the groom and groomsmen, which pull together 
the overall look and help keep the stars shining their 
brightest.
To be able to choose the right suits, the groom fi rst 
needs to know the style of the wedding and the colour 
of the bride’s and bridesmaids’ dresses.  Often the 
bride will look at suits with him, so she can steer 
him in the right direction without spoiling too many 

surprises about the dresses.
Couples know the look they want to achieve but don’t 
always know where to start.  Don’t let the current 
fashion trends dictate too much, as it can make 
your photos look very dated in years to come.  Try a 
classical suit, a white shirt to match the wedding dress, 
and a tie that tones in with the bridesmaids’ dresses.
A cotton shirt in white – or cream, if the bride is 
wearing cream – always feels comfortable and looks 
crisp and uncluttered in photographs.
Add a tie that tones in with the dresses and you have a 
total, pulled together look.  

Well-cut, well-fi tted suits will pull together the overall look.

A groom well suited for his bride
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• Pedicures and manicures by OPI
• Temporary party tips for nails
• Fantasy tan – airbrush tanning
• Waxing
• Wedding make-up
• Plus all other beauty treatments available

Pamper and prepare for your big day

Queens Market Mall (central Blenheim)
Phone 579 4707

We’ve all heard about the horrors of 
ill-conceived bridesmaid dresses – sickly 
colours and unfl attering styles consigned 
forever to the back of the wardrobe.
And yet, if chosen with care and with input 
from the bridesmaids, the dresses can be 
worn proudly on the day and many times 
afterwards.
The key is consideration.  Although the 
bride has the fi nal say, she also needs to 
consider what suits the young ladies she 
has chosen to accompany her to the altar.
If these ladies all look alike, lucky bride.  
Dressing them is so much easier.  The 
reality, however, is that bridesmaids can 
differ in age, build, height, complexion and 
fi nancial position, making dress shopping 
that much more challenging.
Most commonly, bridesmaids wear 
identical dresses, although for something 
different, they can be dressed in the same 

style but in different colours or shades.
If bridesmaids vary widely in their body 
type another option is for all dresses to be 
made from the same fabric but with each 
bridesmaid wearing her choice of design 
– within certain parameters, of course, 
as giving them all carte blanche may be 
asking for trouble!

The advantages are that bridesmaids have 
a complementary look but in styles that fi t 
each of them well, feel comfortable and are 
more likely to be worn again.

As well as style, the other main 
consideration is cost.  As bridesmaids 
typically foot the bill for their own attire, 
the considerate bride will veer away from 
embarrassing her bridesmaids with an 
exorbitantly expensive design that could 
cripple their budget and perhaps their 
friendship.

Beautiful bridesmaids

Quality make-up will keep you looking your best through to the early hours.

It’s not about applying more make-up but 
using the right techniques.  Make-up should 
defi ne and enhance a bride’s natural features 
but also needs to blend with her personality, 
so she still feels like herself, and her groom 
isn’t wondering who is walking up the aisle 
towards him.
Make-up also depends on the style of 
wedding, what the bride and her bridesmaids 
are wearing and whether she wants a natural 

or a more theatrical look.
Often a bride has a trial beforehand, which 
reassures her that she’ll look her best on the 
day.
Choose your make-up carefully and make sure 
it’s the best quality, after all you’ll probably be 
starting out around 10am in the morning and 
going through to the early hours – you want to 
look your best all day, and night!
~Fairfax

Putting on your best face

The wedding rings are a visual reminder of the wedding vows you have made to each 
other.

Wedding rings are going to be worn for 
a long time, so people like to make a 
concerted effort to get it right.
Rings have a huge meaning to brides and 
grooms because they are a visual reminder 
of the wedding vows they have made to 
each other.  The unbroken circle of the ring 
also symbolises their eternal love.
The wedding ring needs to sit comfortably 
beside the engagement ring and tie in to 
the engagement ring’s design, without 
overpowering it.  
If the groom chose the engagement ring 

himself, choosing wedding rings together 
gives the bride the opportunity to have 
some input and express her individuality.
Wedding rings in general are becoming 
more personalised, with couples often 
wanting his-and-her rings to refl ect their 
personalities and their relationship.
They may not necessarily choose matching 
designs but they often include some sort 
of connection, such as colour, style or 
gemstone that links the two rings together 
and therefore becomes a symbol of the 
marriage that links the two of them.

A visual reminder
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If chosen with care the bridesmaids’ dresses can be worn many times after the big day.
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Market Street, Blenheim
Phone 578 6369

Come in to Thomas’s to see how 
we can help with your special day

Getting married this summer?

Wedding Registry
Thomas’s provides an on-line wedding registry service.  This 

allows the bride and groom to select a number of gifts from the 
homewares department, for guests to choose from.  These can 
either be purchased in store or on line via the Thomas’s website.

Come in and talk to our homewares staff or to view a sample 
registry logon to www.thomass.co.nz/registry.

Suit Hire
Thomas’s Menswear provide a suit hire service, including suits, 

shirts, ties, vests and shoes.  Come in and see the exciting 
styles that will see you looking the part on your special day.

What should happen at the reception and 
when?  The following guide outlines some 
suggestions but couples can design a plan to 
suit themselves, depending on how formal 
or casual the celebration is, the location, 
number of guests and time of day.

The bride and groom arrive at the 1. 
venue.  They can either mingle with 
their guests before entering the dining 
area; form a reception line to greet 
guests as they enter the dining area; or 
make a grand entrance when guests are 
seated at their tables.
The MC outlines proceedings, which 2. 
sometimes begin with the couple 
cutting the cake and having their fi rst 
dance if the photographer is not staying 

for the entire reception.
The MC makes a toast to celebrate the 3. 
couple’s fi rst meal as a married couple 
and introduces the wedding party and 
parents by name, as not all guests will 
know everyone.
If guests have had plenty of nibbles, 4. 
speeches can be given straight away, 
although they more commonly take 
place after the main course.
After the main course the newlyweds 5. 
also cut the cake if they haven’t earlier, 
giving the caterers time to prepare it for 
serving with dessert or as supper later.
After dessert, the bride and groom have 6. 
their fi rst dance, before being joined 
on the dance fl oor by their parents and 

attendants, then other family members 
and friends.
As dancing continues, the couple 7. 
mingle around tables, making sure they 
speak with all their guests.
Towards the end of the evening the 8. 
MC invites single guests to take part in 
the bouquet toss for the ladies and the 
garter toss for the guys.

The bride changes into her going-away 
outfi t, the MC announces the couple’s 
imminent departure and there might be 
one last toast or one last dance for the 
newlyweds.
They then say their goodbyes and leave 
to enjoy some well-deserved time alone 
together.

Plan your reception to suit the celebration, location, guests and the time of the day.
Photo: Rachel Russell Photography

Reception timeline

Consider a baby-sitter at the reception for children 
involved in the big day.

Most couples have very strong opinions about having 
or not having kids at their wedding. It may seem 
natural to you that they’d be there for every part of it, 
or you may despise the thought of rug rats running 
around the cake table.
 If you would prefer not to have kids at your wedding, 
you can omit their names from invitations, and spread 
the word verbally of your preference. It is never 
appropriate to put “no children please” or anything 
similar in your invitation.
And, for backup measures, it might be a good idea 
to have a baby-sitter on hand at the ceremony and 
reception with activities and food plans for any 
children that still make the trip.

Kids and weddings
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CAFE      WINE BAR      EATERY

30 Maxwell Road, 
Blenheim. 

Ph 579 5025

If you’re planning to “tie the 
knot” in Marlborough, bring 
your loved ones together for 
a day of romance, memories 
and fun at the Secret Garden

•  Dedicated wedding planner with 
extensive experience 

•  Exclusive Venue hire

•  We cater from 8 – 120 guests

•  Multi-purpose venue to have your 
wedding ceremony and reception.

Let the team at the Secret Garden take 
the stress out of your Wedding Day. 
Be sure to call us to see what services 
we can offer you!

SSSHHHH!... the secret is out! 
Beautiful wedding venue in the centre of town!

Conveniently located right in the heart of town, you’ll fi nd 
The Secret Garden Wine Bar and Eatery … Blenheim’s most 
secluded and idyllic venue.  Stroll down the path and step 
through the front door, and be prepared to be totally surprised 
and enchanted by what lies beyond.
A tranquil garden oasis has been cleverly created with indoor 
and outdoor spaces that lend themselves to all kinds of 
occasions, be it a wedding, private party, or corporate event. 
With its bar and dining facilities, informal sitting room or 
sheltered outdoor area, this secluded haven provides the 
perfect backdrop for your wedding ceremony and reception - 
no matter the season. 
Whether you’re planning a large formal affair for up to 120 
guests or a more relaxed gathering for family and friends, The 
Secret Garden can comfortably accommodate your wedding 
party and are happy to offer you exclusive use of their venue 
for your special event.  And to ensure all your individual 
needs are met, they also have two private functions rooms 
available for more intimate celebrations. 
The Secret Garden will create a fabulous wedding breakfast 
specifi cally designed to suit your personal taste and budget, 
and can provide either a set or buffet style menu from around 
$35 per head, all prepared from fresh local produce and 
served by their team of professional and friendly staff.  They 
can also offer an extensive range of over 100 quality wines 
and 50 boutique beers or source your specifi c beverage if 
required.
When it comes to entertaining your guests on your special 
day, The Secret Garden can provide their in-house DJ or 
alternatively accommodate your choice of music whether it’s 
a soloist, string quartet or live band.
With a background in wedding planning and having overseen 
over 500 weddings, Anthony Alderson, General Manager of 
The Secret Garden has a wealth of knowledge, expertise and 
experience when it comes to organising special events.
He is more than happy to discuss your personal requirements 
and offer advice to ensure your wedding is a celebration to 
remember. 
 So if you’re planning a wedding or other special event, take 
the opportunity to reserve your special piece of paradise now 
and contact The Secret Garden for more information. 

The Secret Garden



3221788AA PAGE 6 — I DO — For the Bride & Groom, October 28, 2010

www.mctt.co.nz 
T: 03 520 8569 - E: operations@mctt.co.nz

Marlborough Civic Theatre Trust Building, Arthur St, Blenheim

For the very best in sound systems, lighting, 
AV equipment, projectors, screens & more

EXPERIENCE LIGHTS - 
SOUND - ACTION!!

Hygiene: deodorant, tissues, toothbrush 
and toothpaste, dental fl oss, mints or breath 
freshener, sanitary products.
Hair and beauty: hairbrush, hairspray, spare 
clips, lip balm, lipstick, powder, mirror, nail 
fi le, hand lotion, perfume, body spritzer.
Refreshments: water bottle, a little snack, 
such as a muesli or energy bar or a handful 
of nuts or dried fruit.

Just in case: Rescue Remedy, umbrella 

(handy on sunny and wet days), shawl or 

wrap, sunglasses, spare knickers, spare pair 

of pantyhose (or clear nail polish to stop 

ladders), safety pins, needle and thread, 

scissors, plasters, paracetamol, mobile 

phone and a list of wedding suppliers’ 

phone numbers.

Marlborough Light & Sound provide 
professional, exclusive and affordable lighting, 
sound and AV services for any occasion – 
large or small, indoor or out.
Whether your wedding is in a function room, 
garden, marquee or vineyard, lighting and 
inspired design can create an atmosphere 
that is totally unique and ensure your day is 
memorable and special.
Professional lighting by Marlborough Light 
& Sound brings a magical quality to any 
celebration through the creative use of 
different light colours, patterns, shades and 
silk and dramatically sets the mood and tone 
of your wedding.   They can personalise your 
wedding theme and decor in spectacular 
fashion with Gobo lighting where your names 
are projected on to a surface - your guests will 
be truly impressed.
Marlborough Light & Sound will also 

organise the total sound for your ceremony 
and reception and are happy to advise you 
on the most effective sound options for your 
venue  - even down to  personal microphones 
so no-one misses the important words spoken 
during your ceremony or speeches!   They can 
provide everything from a basic sound system 
to recommending and liaising with your band 
or performers.

Marlborough Light & Sound Operations 
Manager Alana Cairns and her experienced 
and dedicated team will work closely with 
you and your chosen venue to design a 
package to suit your personal theme, colour 
scheme and budget.  

When it comes to adding those magical 
touches to your wedding theme, Marlborough 
Light & Sound are the experts.  Talk to Alana 
about what you’d like on your special day.  

Raetihi is the ideal destination to exchange 
your vows under the sun-drenched blue 
sky.  Raetehi Lodge is a spectacular setting 
with landscaped gardens and amazing sea 
views, magical for making memories and as a 
photographer’s dream.
Complete with boutique accommodation for 
up to 30 guests, Raetihi Lodge offers the fi nest 

in local cuisine, complemented by fabulous 
Marlborough wines.
One of the Marlborough Sounds’ best-kept 
secrets, Raetihi Lodge will offer you an 
unforgettable experience to share with friends 
and family.
Let their experienced staff take the stress out 
of organising a wedding for you.

Bride’s emergency kit

Marlborough Light & Sound

Photo: Andrew Scott

Raetihi Lodge
Raetihi Lodge
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Marriage Celebrant Marlborough

Carol Taylor

www.nzweddingvows.co.nz

P 03 572 5323

   021 399 649

E carolmet@xtra.co.nz

   carol@nzweddingvows.co.nz
42 Alfred St Tel: (03) 520 8412
Blenheim 7201 E: Sharon@clubsofmarlborough.co.nz

Call Sharon to discuss 
details for your special day

Sharon Kerry
Wedding & Function Co-ordinator

73 QUEEN ST, BLENHEIM
PHONE 03 579 4657

Individual designed 
wedding cakes!

Event planning and styling
Linen and furniture hire
Marquee Hire
Chair covers
Decorative Items

59 Market St, Blenheim
www.gotitcovered.co.nz
03 579 8564

Special Gifts for the Special Couple

3 Maxwell Road, Blenheim    Ph. 577 8867
16 Market St Blenheim

03 578 0273

Looking for the perfect fi nishing touch on your 

Wedding Day?
Come and view our extensive 

selection of beautiful 
Bridal Lingerie

Weddings Directory

6 - 12 months before the big day
Decide on a date• 
Make an appointment with clergyman/offi ciant• 
Determine a budget.• 
Compose a guest list.• 
Set time, location of ceremony, rehearsal and reception • 
venue.
Choose professional photographer / videographer / DJ• 
Shop for wedding gown: several fi ttings will be required.• 
Obtain fl oral and music estimates; book services if possible.• 
Register with gift registry.• 
Select bridesmaids.• 
Pick a honeymoon destination: (renew passports and • 
innoculations if required.)
Begin selection of a caterer.• 
Set a date to order dresses for bridesmaids.• 

5 months before the big day
Finalise guest lists.• 
Order invitations and announcements.• 
Order personal stationary and thank you notes.• 
Plan reception.• 
Choose fl orist.• 
Men choose attire.• 
Make honeymoon plans.• 
Choose caterer.• 
Confi rm delivery of bridal gown.• 
Make appointment for bridal portrait.• 
Order wedding cake.• 

Arrange transportation for all members of bridal party to & • 
from ceremony and reception locations.
Go over details of reception with caterer / hotel manager.• 
If you are renting any equipment, reserve it now. (tent, • 
chairs, arch, fl oral, pillars etc.)

2 months before the big day
Inform clergyman of all the details of your ceremony.• 
Keep a gift diary - send thank you notes as gifts arrive.• 
Fine-tune guest list.• 
Select attendants’ gifts, grooms gift.• 
Check all services.• 
Make moving arrangements.• 
Final gown fi tting.• 
Bridal portrait setting.• 

1 month before the big day
Choose wedding bands.• 
Mail invitations.• 
Make room reservations for out of town guests.• 
Check wedding party apparel.• 
Confi rm music arrangements and check selections.• 
Make reservations for bridesmaids’ luncheon.• 
Attend showers.• 
Marriage license.• 

2 weeks before the big day
Plan your wedding day hair style (bring headpiece & veil).• 
Schedule hair appointment for day of wedding.• 
Final check on bridal party clothing.• 
Arrange for name and address change. • 

Check with caterer / reception venue with any last minute • 
changes.

1 week before the big day
Start honeymoon packing.• 
Wrap groom’s and attendants’ gifts.• 
Check wedding announcements, stamped & ready to mail • 
day after wedding.
Bridesmaids’ luncheon.• 
Schedule rehearsal for 1 - 2 days prior to wedding.• 
Remind wedding party of exact time and place.• 
Go over fi nal details of ceremony and reception with all • 
parties involved.

1 day before the big day
RELAX !

Have manicure and pedicure done.• 
Attend wedding rehearsal• 
Give ushers guest list.• 

Wedding Day
Eat!• 
Hair and make-up.• 
Check wedding dress (pressing/steaming)• 
Appoint family member to check ceremony and reception • 
for left behind items.
Change of clothes (if leaving for honeymoon).• 
Breath! Enjoy your day.• 

Wedding Day Check List 

Photos: Rachel Russel
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Personal service and dedication
For all your 

wedding 
cake needs ...

 

see the team at 
Centre Point Mall

03 578 9856
www.thechocolateshoppe.co.nz

Whether it is your own or one of 
their designs, Melissa Rae at The 
Chocolate Shoppe in the Centre 
Point Mall can help create the 
perfect wedding cake for your 
special day. 
If you are adventurous and making 
your own cake, they also hire out 
tins with an extensive range of cake 
boards, icings and icing fl owers as 
well as bride and groom ornaments  

to make decorating easy.
Chocolate foiled hearts, cookie 
favours, chocolate bouquet singles, 
chocolate thins with your names 
and wedding date for each guest are 
also part of their extensive range of 
wedding day products instore.
Take advantage of all their 
experience and chat with Melissa 
and the team to help as you prepare 
for your big day. 

Your feet! By all means, bring a change of • 
shoes. No one will see the cute little sneakers 
you are wearing under that big dress! Wear 
them while you are taking pictures and dancing 
at the reception.

Have a way to pin up the back of your dress. If • 
you plan on dancing, you will need to get all 
that fabric off the fl oor. 

Thank your family! With the sea of faces you • 
don’t see very often, you may overlook the 
people closest to you.

Eat! Don’t forget to eat breakfast, lunch and • 
dinner. It’s going to be a long day and you don’t 
want to get sick for the honeymoon.

Relax. Get your girls together in a quiet place, • 
light some candles, play some soft music and 
refl ect on the importance of staying in each 
moment.

Smile and avoid making silly faces. There are • 
cameras everywhere!
Take time to pose for photographs. Don’t rush • 
through the photo sessions. While you will be 
ancy to get back to the party, your wedding 
photographs are an important keepsake for 
generations to come.
Your under garments. Make sure your corset • 
does not make an appearance every time you 
move. This is the last thing you should be 
worrying about.
Don’t drink too much alcohol. A glass before • 
the ceremony might calm your nerves but don’t 
drink all through the day. Everything goes by too 
quick as it is and you’ll want to be 100% there 
for everything!
Most of all, tell your guy how happy he has • 
made you and how much you are looking 
forward to the rest of your lives!

You might think that any little mistake or faux pas would 
be the end of the world, but the majority of little things 
that may go wrong, no one but you will notice or even 
care about.

If the cake topper is different than you remember, • 
no one will notice.

If you miss a word or a line when you or your • 
groom are saying the vows you each wrote, no one 
will notice (as long as you say “I Will” or “I Do” 
correctly).

If the fl owers are made up of only seven roses • 
instead of eight, no one will notice.

If you forget to wear your necklace, earrings, or • 
something blue, no one will notice.

If the napkins are the wrong shade of pink, no one • 
will notice. The same goes for your nail polish.
If one of your bridesmaids walks down the isle with • 
the wrong groomsman, no one will notice.
If you walk a little too slow or a little too fast down • 
the isle, no one will notice (as long as you’re not 
sprinting like a track star).
If the best man doesn’t say anything to embarrass • 
you or your groom, no one will notice (and you’ll 
probably be very relieved).
And last but not least... if Aunt Mary or Edna gets • 
too big of a piece of wedding cake, no one will 
notice, and your Aunt will probably enjoy every 
moment of it.
This is your special day. Relax and enjoy it!• 

The Chocolate Shoppe

To do before I do!

Don’t sweat the small stuff
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