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21st CENTURY & BEYOND

Help shape our future
The Mirror this week launches a new se-

ries looking at our community in the 21st 
century and beyond.

We live in a very special part of the world. It 
is part of why we choose to be here, and it is a 
very deliberate choice - high living costs mean 
the Wanaka area is not the easiest place to be.
But the benefits are enormous. The environment 
is stunning and affords us the best of outdoor 
living. Our flourishing tourism industry ensures 
we enjoy many of the benefits of a larger centre 
but still have the warmth of living in a small 
town, and because everyone who lives here 
chooses to be here, our communities are packed 
with driven and interesting people.
However, we face serious challenges in main-
taining this. Housing is at a premium, local 
councils are battling to deal with water supply, 
getting rid of water waste and dairying has seen 
much of our countryside change. The Govern-
ment’s recently announced ambitious $41 billion 
tourism plan sounds great but what pressures 
will it bring?
Discussing climate change may make some peo-
ple some people roll their eyes but it is a serious 
problem and threatens our survival in so many 
ways. No one can afford to ignore these prob-
lems.

These are problems which are completely new 
to us as humans. They are challenging but excit-
ing dilemmas which have scientists and interna-
tional organisations scratching their heads. Our 
Government is grappling with everything from 
population shifts to rising sea levels and our 
local government talks about pipes, bridges and 
roads.
The only way to resolve so many of these issues 
is through ideas, and ideas are born of education 
and discussion.
The team at the Mirror are putting up our hands 
to be a part of that. Already good work is under-
way, largely attributed to self-aware individuals 

and groups such as Shaping Our Future, which 
brings together strong voices and ideas.

We believe we can help by being a forum for the 
many voices in our communities who want to 
make a difference but don’t know how, or have 
solutions but are having trouble being heard. We 
want you to debate your ideas, let us know what 
you think and what worries you about the future.

Because we believe we can make a difference.

What worries you about the future of your 
community? Do you have solutions? Are some 
problems too big? Is the council on target? Who 
do you want to hear from? 
Email us on mirror@stl.co.nz

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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21st CENTURY & BEYOND: QUEENSTOWN

Canvassing residents of Queenstown is an interesting exercise. Sometimes they won’t shut up, 
other times they don’t want to talk to a newspaper but there was no shortage of opinions on the 
future of Queenstown, its sustainability, infrastructure, housing, schools and job market needs.

Laura Shallcrass 
Artist 
Lake Hayes Estate
“I think that roading is going to 
become a major issue – particu-
larly in the last year the traffic in
Frankton is getting out of con-
trol.”

Mike van der Kaag  
Assistant manager  
Frankton
‘‘I think they need infrastructure 
especially with the buses run-
ning through town. I think they 
need one big coach terminal be-
cause the traffic increases year 
by year. The CBD is too small.”

Terri Anderson  
Sales assistant 
Frankton
‘‘More affordable housing like 
Shotover Country. The Kelvin 
Hts bridge. For the growth of 
Queenstown they need a con-
vention centre, a conference 
centre. The events centre just 
doesn’t cut it. And it’s just so 
expensive.”

Sue Fairclough  
YHA operations manager  
Wakatipu Heights
‘‘I’ve been here seven years. 
It’s grown so much since I came 
here and when I came back in 
‘07   here were more cars so 
definitely need to improve our 
roads. With the population 
growth maybe we need more 
affordable housing.’’

What worries you about  
the future of Queenstown?
What worries you about  
the future of Queenstown?



No fans of ‘crapper vans’

Efforts are under way to bring a popular King-
ston freedom camping spot under council 
jurisdiction after complaints it has become a 

tourist toilet.
Aucklanders Helen Holt and husband Doug stopped 
off at the layby about 5km north of Kingston last 
month and said the state of the lakeside layby left 
them gagging.
“There were five self-contained camping vehicles 
properly equipped with on-board toilets there and 
about eight crapper vans,” Mrs Holt said.
“I actually saw one young woman disappearing into 
the bushes with a roll of toilet paper and pulled her 
up about it. They just don’t seem to think there’s any-
thing wrong with crapping all over the most beautiful 
parts of our country.”
The pair believe a toilet should be installed.
Kingston Community Association chairperson An-
nette Dalziel said she had not had any complaints 
about the state of the layby from Kingston residents, 
but a young German couple recently came to her ap-
palled at the state of the layby.
“They were quite disgusted with the state of the 
layby and were going to lay a complaint with the 
council.”
However, the Queenstown Lakes District Council 

(QLDC) has no jurisdiction over the layby, as under 
the Freedom Camping Act laybys on state highways 
are under the control of the NZ Transport Agency 
(NZTA).
QLDC has sought to take over monitoring and con-
trol of the layby from NZTA.
Council regulatory manager Lee Webster said the 
layby was a “perennial problem”.
“We have in the past suggested to NZTA that they 
delegate responsibility for the rest area to QLDC, 
which would empower us to enforce the freedom 
camping rules there. 
“To date, this has not met with a favourable re-
sponse.”
However, the agency’s Otago-Southland highway 
manager Ian Duncan said discussions were continu-
ing.
“We are having some preliminary discussions with 
QLDC around delegating management of freedom 
camping on state highway rest areas in their area. 
“There are some legal issues that need to be worked 
through for this to happen.
“We are also waiting for QLDC to confirm the activi-
ties they want to manage.”
To deal with the amount of campers using the layby 
NZTA contractor was clearing bins twice weekly 
instead of once weekly.

GRANT BRYANT                                                

Doug and Helen Holt were so disgusted with the 
state of a lakeside layby and freedom camping 
hotspot just north of Kingston they contacted the 
Mirror. 
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Share your vision for future

Alexa Forbes is a Queens-
town Lakes District council-
lor, the Shaping Our Future 
co-ordinator, and a sus-
tainability adviser at Otago 
Polytechnic.

As the co-ordinator for Shaping Our Future I work with a volunteer Steering 
Group and Task Forces to try to localise the challenges we could face or are al-
ready facing, around a shared vision of a desired future.

The Shaping Our Future process provides a flexible and inclusive structure, a platform to 
consider everyone’s ideas and also a platform that harnesses the expertise to recommend 
agency (such as council) approaches. There’s lots going on - on April 4 and 10 (Queens-
town and Wanaka respectively) everyone’s invited to a Visitor and Tourism Forum where 
we’ll attempt to consider the impact of our visitor industry into the future. Similarly 
everyone is invited to the TalentNZ tour in Wanaka on March 31 where the late Paul 
Callahan’s vision of creating the place where talent wants to live will be explored. Other 
forums and events are in various stages of development. At shapingourfuture.org.nz you 
can join us, keep in touch or post an issue you’d like to get a group together to consider.
Personally, my vision is for us to work together to create a future that doesn’t rely on 
economic growth at the expense of the environment or our social systems. Simultaneous-
ly I’d like us to truly value the people who help create wealth by making sure reward for 
work is enough to live on, not the lowest amount we can pay, and that all residents get an 
equally fair deal in the Queenstown Lakes District.
Future focus: Working to make better something that we can’t really know or visualise is 
tricky at the best of times. When that something is the future, it’s serious, and the com-
munity as a whole should be part of the discussion.

Freedom camping fines appear to be low-
ering the number of campers risking an 

illegal stay around the district, with numbers 
dropping by almost 300 over the past two 
summers.
Figures obtained by the Mirror show that 

the number of fines issued peaked at 1411 
last summer, and dropped to 1127 this sum-
mer.
Queenstown Lakes District Council regula-

tory manager Lee Webster was only able to 
say the reason for the declining number of 
fines issued was “unclear”.
But in a region where tempers are often 

frayed by the mess freedom campers some-
times leave behind, the news was received 
well.
Wanaka Community Board chairwoman 

Rachel Brown said the combination of edu-
cating potential freedom campers about what 
was allowed and where, and issuing $200 
fines for infringing was finally starting to 
take effect.
“It’s a really popular way of travelling, and 

the figures show that we’re starting to man-
age the numbers, and that word is getting out 
there that freedom campers cannot just pull 
up anywhere and stay,” she said.
As long as a campervan is fully equipped 

with an on-board toilet, wastewater and 
rubbish facilities people may camp over-
night for free on most land administered by 
the council, as long as campers are not near 
town centres and residential areas.

FREEDOM CAMPING DOWN

Tourism and visitor economies will be scrutinised at 
the latest forum organised by Shaping our Future.

Chairman David Kennedy said the forum would review 
the present and look ahead 50 years or more to identify 
issues, opportunities and effects of tourism on the re-
gion’s growing permanent population.
A facilitated process would work towards a goal to be 
shared with the industry and the community.
Likely topics are tourism facilities, heritage and culture, 

landscape and environment, built environment, access 
and transport, visitor services, host tolerance and destina-
tion brand. Forums on events, economic futures, energy 
futures and innovation are all under way.

SHAPING OUR FUTURE FORUM FACTS
•  Queenstown: 5pm-8pm on April 4 at Queenstown 

Memorial Centre 
• Wanaka: 5pm-8pm on April 10 at Edgewater 
• More info: shapingourfuture.org.nz

 FUTURE SHAPING
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shapingourfuture.org.nz


21st CENTURY & BEYOND: CENTRAL OTAGO

Mark Pirie
Restaurateur
Springvale
‘‘I am most concerned about 
preserving Central Otago’s land-
scape. At work, we recycle about 
80 per cent of our waste. I think 
people need to realise that we 
are at risk of losing it if we don’t 
look after (the environment).We 
live in a special, unique region 
and we have to look after it.’’

Jayne Direen
Wrapt retail manager
Alexandra
‘‘ I am concerned about how I 
will get on when the rubbish 
collection goes to fortnightly. I 
already recycle and have a trail-
er I take to the recycling centre 
each week and pay for that, and 
to go down to one wheelie bin a 
fortnight, is just not enough and 
I pay a lot on rates.’’

Gillian Menzies
Administrator
Cromwell 
‘‘Water is a big issue for Central 
Otago. I think the council needs 
to work out a better way of 
utilising the water we have got 
without ratepayers having to 
pay for it. They could use an in-
centive scheme like the Govern-
ment did when trying to change 
fireplaces over. The council 
could subsidise rain water bar-
rels or something.’’

Mike Childs 
Retired
Cromwell
‘‘To me, population growth is 
a problem. If the population 
gets too great or too condensed 
in one area then you have in-
frastructure problems which 
creates problems for sewer-
age, rubbish,water . . . At the 
moment we are struggling with 
water cost-wise, so the environ-
ment is suffering through that.’’

What worries you about  
the future of your community?
What worries you about  
the future of your community?



Recyling crucial but has to pay its way

 Recycling excites Glenys Byrne.
The university graduate and mother-of-two took 
up the general manager position at Central Otago 
WasteBusters less than three weeks ago, and she is 
well underway making some dramatic changes to the 
community-owned recycling centre.
She moved from the West Coast where she managed 
three landfills and seven transfer stations to take up 
the new role for “a challenge”.
She comes to the job with a Bachelor of Resource 
Studies majoring in Environment, Transport and Law, 
as well as a commerce degree in business manage-
ment and said she had “hit the ground running” mak-
ing some much needed changes, particularly around 
layout of the site for the health and safety of staff and 
customers.
“I have told the board following the health and safety 
and traffic flow changes, I will then start working on 
staffing and productivity. This place is going to run 
with a stronger emphasis on business and being sus-
tainable both environmentally and financially.”
A challenge on the horizon would be when the refuse 
collection changed to fortnightly, but she supported 
the move and had worked with one of the first coun-
cils to introduce a fortnightly refuse service, she said.
“Westland now has a 240-litre wheelie bin for re-
cycling and a 160-litre bin for refuse. It created an 
incentive for ratepayers to recycle more and I think it 

demonstrates we (Central Otago) could go further.”
Down the track, she would like to see 160-litre recy-
cling bins collected weekly . . . “but we cannot afford 
it so we probably need ratepayers and the community 
to drive it with the council”.
“We are still going to be here. It doesn’t take any 
more staff to pick up a 60-litre open bin where recy-
cling can fly around and get wet from the weather.”
Central Otago ratepayers were also fortunate not to be 
paying what those in Westland did - $450 a tonne for 
disposal, she said.

“It’s about user-pays and that’s how it’s got to be. 
If you create a lot of waste, you have to pay for its 
disposal. If I recycle, why should I pay to dispose of 
others’ waste?”
As well as the business focus, there was a strong 
social, community aspect to the operation which she 
wanted to continue.
“We employ 20 full-time staff and 10 part-time staff, 
and every day volunteers come and help sort through 
the recycling. Some are 80-years-old.
“You become passionate about waste. It is an oppor-
tunity to make a difference in the world and there are 
not a lot of jobs you feel you can do that.
“It’s a challenging environment and an exciting in-
dustry that is changing. I really enjoy it. The recycling 
side is a nicer side - it’s a positive side than waste. 
That’s why I am going to find it exciting.”
As well as running workshops, part of WasteBusters’ 
role was to share the sustainability message to young 
people, and she welcomed groups to visit for a tour.

WasteBusters’ new general manager Glenys Byrne.

21st CENTURY & BEYOND

Transformations on the table for Central Otago 
WasteBusters include a name change. Have you 
got an good idea for a new name? 
Send it to mirror@stl.co.nz

TIME FOR CHANGE

Central Otago WasteBusters has faced strong public criticism leading up to the change to fortnightly rubbish collection. Jo 
McKenzie-McLean meets the new general manager tasked with handling the region’s recycling.
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Scientist discusses climate

Malte Meinshausen, 
left, and Greg Bodeker

An international climate change expert is work-
ing with Alexandra-based scientists to improve 
projections of changes in the ozone hole over 

Antarctica.
Malte Meinshausen who arrived in Alexandra yesterday 
will be working with Greg Bodeker, Stefanie Kremser 
and Helena Södergren, of Bodeker Scientific, for the 
week, as well as giving a public lecture on Friday.
Dr Meinshausen’s simple climate model would work “in 
concert” with a model developed at Bodeker Scientific 
(in collaboration with overseas partners) in a quick and 
easy way to project Antarctic ozone hole changes.
“No-one has done this before - built a simple climate 
model that has the capacity to also model the Antarctic 
ozone hole.
“Once it is finished we will be able to see how differ-
ent changes in emissions of greenhouse gases and ozone 
depleting substances might affect Antarctic ozone,” Mr 
Bodeker said.

“The current projection is that the ozone hole will be 
gone around 2060 but under what conditions might that 
date of recovery be delayed or advanced?”
Dr Meinshausen is well known in the climate research 
community and has been central to the debate around 
limiting global warming to 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels to avoid dangerous climate change.
At his public lecture he will discuss the 2 degree target.

FAST FACTS
• What: Making a Difference Central Otago Public 

lecture 
• Where: Community House Alexandra 
• When: March 28, 7.30pm-9.30pm 
• Cost: $5 a person 
• How: Register attendance by emailing  

admin@coreap.org.nz or phoning 0800 267 327.

21st CENTURY & BEYOND

Do we want our Central Otago communities 
to be sustainable? If so, what collective de-

cisions do we need to make to ensure we under-
stand what this means and, more importantly, that 
we can take steps to make it happen?
But what does “sustainable” mean? Put simply, it 
is “enough for everyone forever”. It is sufficient 
goods, services and quality of life to allow a per-
son or a community to live; having enough now, 
but not at the expense of future generations.
Central Otago has strong communities; we are 
much more than the sum of the parts. As a com-
munity we can take the first steps in facilitating 
a response to these challenges and opportunities. 
That is the goal of the 21st Century and Beyond 
initiative.
We must strive to understand the real and total 
costs of allowing apparently limitless growth if 
we are to protect our biological diversity and eco-
logical processes.
How do we embrace innovative approaches to 
environmental problems while encouraging wise 
use of resources?
How do we as a community work pro-actively 
to find answers? By community participation we 
can find answers to these difficult and challeng-
ing questions. 
We hope you’re ready join in and come along 
for the ride. - Greg Bodeker, Roger Browne and 
Stafanie Kremser

SUSTAINING A FUTURE
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21st CENTURY & BEYOND: WANAKA

Hannah Budd
Waitress
Wanaka
“The lack of employment op-
tions and opportunities for 
those living in Wanaka. I think 
a lot of people leave because of 
the lack of employment.”

Jo Day
Accounts administrator
Lake Hawea
“The cost of housing is a massive 
problem around here and the 
rates are the same as Queens-
town. Water quality is getting 
worse. Farmers aren’t adhering 
to restrictions when it comes to 
waterways. The cost of living is 
also getting too high.”

Lorn Knight
Self-employed
Lake Hawea
“New Zealand is a country that 
has a foundation of natural 
resources. It’s why people want 
to visit here and live here. So 
the more damaging to the en-
vironment mining and farming 
is will make it less ideal to visit. 
Things detrimental to the envi-
ronment need to be regulated or 
stopped.”

Claudine Pelosi
Beekeeper
Hawea Flat
“I do think development needs 
to be monitored, whether it’s 
residential or farming.Weneed 
to try and preserve the environ-
ment for generations to come. I 
get concerned sometimes when 
I look at the rivers in Canterbury 
which are drying up and the-
North Island rivers are filthy. It’s 
like a sewer.”

What worries you about  
the future of your community?
What worries you about  
the future of your community?



Water meters may be necessary
Queenstown’s continued high use of water 

- which sits well above the national norm 
- has sparked the district council to investi-

gate introducing water meters.
Tomorrow the Queenstown Lakes District Council 
will consider whether to further investigate water 
metering, which preliminary studies show could 
save ratepayers around $10m in the next 10 to 15 
years by fixing the need to expand the region’s 
“leaky” water network.

Progress had been made on improving the water 
network over the past three years, but the district 
continued to use far more than the national aver-
age of 200 litres per person per day, a council press 
release said.
Council chief executive officer Adam Feeley said 
water metering would not be a council money-mak-
er.  However, introducing water meters would pave 
the way for introducing a user-pays regime if the 
council “wanted to do so in the future.”

 If the council adopts the recommendation to fur-
ther investigate water metering it will build com-
munity consultation on the topic into next year’s 
10-year plan.
“If the community endorses the idea, water meters 
could be installed in every home and commercial 
building receiving reticulated water within five 
years,” Mr Feeley said.
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 What a unique and amazing place we live in. The environment, the people, the op-
portunities. No wonder so many people come here to live and to visit.
But the elephant in the room is growth. Continual unconstrained growth forever, is 

impossible.
On the other hand, growth within limits can create community wide wellbeing. Our 

collective challenge is to steer this growth in a direction that will enhance the unique-
ness of the Upper Clutha, not dilute it into mediocrity. What would a healthy vibrant 
unique Upper Clutha look/feel/function like?
The District Plan Review is a major focus for QLDC this year. Here we have the 

chance to proactively highlight the type of growth we want. Will we define our future 
or will we simply, passively, wait for it?
Growth and activity must be constrained by natural limits, retaining and rebuilding 

nature’s life supporting capacity. They must create widespread community wellbeing 
and strengthen the economy for the long term (not purely increase GDP). To define 
and apply these conditions will require innovation from throughout our community.

We need to pool together the available talent and highlight the opportunities all areas 
of life - food systems, technology, land use, transport, and dear I say it government.

CAREFUL CONTROLS NEEDED
ELLA LAWTON                                                                                               


