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E ngaa Marae o Te Kauhanganui  

Teenaa koutou 

 

Nei raa ngaa karamihi nui nei e ai ki ngaa tuuaahuatanga o te waa...he mihi mutunga kore. 

 

Please refer to Rule 3, the Objects of Te Kauhanganui, Clause (a): 

 

to uphold, support, strengthen and protect the Kiingitanga (which 

incorporates the principles of unity, the retention of the tribal base in 

collective ownership and co-operation amongst peoples)...  

  

The question needs to be asked: “who, how, and why is our King being brought into the business 

affairs of Te Kauhanganui?” In doing this, we are exposing our King and putting the ‘Kiingitanga’ at 

serious risk. As you’re all aware, the King has dismissed me as Chairperson of Te Kauhanganui. With 

all due respect and deepest aroha for our King, I am unable to action this decision.    

 

Pursuant to Rule 5.5.1, only Te Kauhanganui Members can elect the Chairperson. If or when Te 

Kauhanganui elects another Chairperson, I shall of course accept that the new Chairperson will 

replace me. 

 

Others will characterize this entire issue as a dispute between me and the King. It is NOT. As your 

Chairperson, I have done, and shall continue to do, everything humanly possible to protect our King, 

by not involving him in our business affairs.   

 

Within my brief as the Chairperson, I wrote a report that was critical of the activities and 

performance of our Executive, Te Arataura. On the 27th of November 2010, Te Kauhanganui 

Members voted to appoint a Select Standing Committee for the purpose of reviewing our 

governance.  

 

The Committee will comprise of 3 Te Kauhanganui Members and 3 Te Arataura Members, who will 

ascertain the Terms of Reference for this Review. Subsequently, the Committee will commission 

independent experts to carry out the Review, as indicated in Recommendation 4 (see Chair Report 

Recommendations). 

 

The claimed inaccuracies of my report are now irrelevant. What is relevant is that Te Kauhanganui 

voted to investigate Te Arataura expenditure and other governance matters, through a Select 

Standing Committee. The Committee will provide guidelines to establish the true facts.  

 



I have prompted legal proceedings so the High Court can clarify in accordance with our Constitution 

(i.e. our Rules), who the Chairperson of Te Kauhanganui is. I would like a decision as soon as 

possible so Te Kauhanganui and the Select Standing Committee can get on with determining the 

parameters for the review.  

 

Because everyone must have a chance to speak in Court, it is necessary to join Te Kauhanganui, 

Members of Te Arataura, and Greg Miller as Co-Defendants to the proceeding. This is the ONLY 

reason they are parties to the litigation.  

 

Please note that our King has been excluded from this proceeding, so it’s important to know that 

our King is NOT being taken to Court.  

 

On Wednesday the 8th of December, the Executive Chair, Tukoroirangi Morgan, sent me a letter in 

my capacity as Te Kauhanganui Chair, requesting that I agree to mediation between him and I, 

under Rule 22, the Disputes Resolution Process. I do not believe that there is a dispute between me 

and the Executive Chair. Why?  

 

o Because any dispute that the Executive Chair has with me, does not arise out of, relate to, 

or affect the Rules (see definition of “dispute” Dispute – Rule 4.1).  

 

o Furthermore, the “dispute” apparently relates to the report that I wrote. In this context,  

the claimed inaccuracies do not arise from the Rules, but are said to be in my Report.  

 

o Lastly, there is NO dispute because this is NOT a personal issue. It is an issue that affects Te 

Kauhanganui and therefore our Iwi. 

 

Naa reira, e Te Kauhanganui, kia kaha tonu taatou ki te mau i ngaa ture, te aroha, te tika me te 

whakapono. Kaua koa taatou e whakatoo mai te Kiingitanga i roto i ngaa taatou mahi. Waiho te 

Kiingi ki toona ahurewa tapu kia noho tapu tonu ai te kaupapa o te Kiingitanga. Noo te motu te 

Kiingitanga. Ko taa taatou mahi hei tiaki i te Kiingi.  

 

Noho ora mai raa koutou katoa i raro i te korowai manaakitanga o te Atua. Pai maarire. 

 

Naa runga i te aumihi o te aroha me te rangimaarie 

Naa taa koutou nei mookai 

Naa Tania. 

 

 


